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�The outstanding development of all our students is so rewarding to the N.A.P.A. team.  We are seeing improvements from 
lesson to lesson as well as hearing about the many successes of our students. They are such high achievers at their schools, 
eisteddfods and other competitions that storing their numerous awards must be a challenge.  We are so proud of them all. 

 

�All productions have been cast and the start of rehearsals has begun.  Enclosed in this newsletter is the playbill for 2008. 
Sorry it took a long time to be completed but we had a few changes of dates to suit students who would be away during the 
season planned.  Also no show dates can be published until all approvals from the licensors have been given.  We look for-
ward to a great season of productions. 
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NEWS 



SUCCESS STORIES  

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

 

BOYS FROM NAPA, STAR IN BOY FROM OZ! 

Congratulations to our very own teacher, Adam King and our talented student, Andre Drysdale 
for gaining the lead roles in the Arts Centre’s production of  A Boy from Oz.  Adam will recreate 
the role of Peter Allen for the Gold Coast audiences and Andre will play the young Peter Allen.  
Together, these guys will create magic on stage and this show will be a “must see.”  We will be 
organising a N.A.P.A. group booking if you are interested is seeing this production.  Invitations 
will be sent out soon. 

KIM HUDMAN WOWING ASIAN AUDIENCES! 
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Lynn, Laurie and Audrey went to visit Kim in Macau during the mid semester holidays.  She is 
doing four spectacular shows at the very impressive Sands Casino. The choreography is 
amazing and the girls in the show are superb. The left photos is on the billboard outside of the 
Sands, she is centre of the photo and the right hand photo is .backstage, Kim is far right. 

 

 Kim sends her love to everyone and misses you all.  Unfortunately, we won’t have her back 
this year as she has been booked on a cruise ship for 6 months after she finishes her contract 
with the Sands.  She will spend some time in Italy learning the routines and then will sail to 
South Africa and cruise to various islands from there. Hopefully, we will at least have her back 
to do some workshops with us.  

Catch teachers Adam King and Kim Reynolds live on s tage! 

Kim and Adam are starring in Javeenbah’s production of Thoroughly Modern Millie.  Kim also 
choreographed the show.  Break a leg guys! 

 

 “Break a Leg” to High school Musical  
cast  

 

Lynn Dyer is directing High School Musical 
for Merrimas SHS at Albert Waterways on 
the 25 & 26 July.  Lots of our students are 
starring in this production so come along 
and see it.  Good luck to Renee Budden, 
Rosie Jacobson, Jaz Gilbert, Jack Harbour, 
Shannon Kelly, Matt Petropoulos, and Jes-
sica Sapwell for a great production. 

 

  JENNA DEARNESS DARK – Songwriter 
extraordinaire 

Congratulations to Jenna who has been selected 
as one of four finalists from 1400 contestants in 
Queensland’s biggest Composer/Songwriter 
competitions, Believe.  The winner will be an-
nounced in August at an Awards night, so we 
wish Jenna lots of luck for. This talented young-
ster has also recently won an Open Songwriters 
competition in Brisbane. Education Queensland 
is interested in using one of Jenna’s songs for a 
Music publication. On top of all this, she is play-
ing the lead role of Alice in our production of Alice 
in Wonderland and is appearing in the phoenix 
production of Cats in which she plays Electra. In 
her spare time she is helping her mum, Lynda 
create costumes for Alice in Wonderland. What 
an amazing young girl! 
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SUCCESS STORIES  continued  

CODEE ROGERS SENDS HIS LOVE. 

Codee, from our Senior Musical Theatre class, is now in Melbourne studying at a School of 
Arts where he is performing in lots of productions.  He misses us all and asked to send his love 
to all at N.A.P.A.  We miss you too Codee! 

CONGRATULATIONS BUDGY SMUGGLER JACK! 

Not one to back away from looking a bit silly; dressed with goggles on his head and a big 
beach ball under his arm, Jack Harbour won third place in the solo drama section of Spotlight 
Entertainers Festival.  His monologue entitled, ‘My Civil Rights’ was fantastic!  Well done Jack. 

 

 Well done to all recent Eisteddfod place getters an d Good Luck in the upcoming com-
petitions. 

 

 There has been lots of place getters from our N.A.P.A  students  in recent competitions and 
eisteddfods – so many of you come in laden with medals to show us.  Unfortunately, we don’t 
have great memories to remember details during class times, so please write them down for 
us or send a quick email so we can list them in the newsletters. 

 

 

WELCOME 
With Adam being so busy with rehearsals for Boy From Oz, he will not be able to musically di-
rect our High School shows but will continue teaching the Foundation Class, the Certificate 
Courses and Private lessons. We welcome to our N.A.P.A.  team, musical director Matt Den-
nett.  He is a performer at Movie World and helps run the education tours.  He has recently 
been the musical director for, Shout, The Producers, and for Beenleigh Youth Theatre.  

 

 T-SHIRTS 
 

 Sorry they took so long but we were waiting for students to bring in their orders.  They look 
great and are so popular that we have been asked to order more.  We are happy to do so but if 
you wish to purchase a shirt, please see Kim and place your orders by the end of the month. 

 

 VOLUNTEER HELPERS NEEDED FOR SHOWS 
 

 As rehearsals get underway we need to start putting production teams together.  If you can 
help with your child’s show in any way, please complete and return the form that will be sent 
home in the next week. We need help in the following areas: Set construction, set art work, 
prop coordinator, costume construction, costume coordinator, box office coordinator, front of 
house, advertising, back stage crew, stage manager.  
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This is a brand new section of our newsletter that will feature the theatrical journeys of 
our students. It will be a fantastic opportunity for our students to share their experi-
ences in this wonderful world of theatre. We hope that you will enjoy reading about 
their ‘journeys’ and compare with your own stories. By reflecting on your past experi-
ences  you are able to plan your future pathways whether it be in the entertainment in-
dustry or some other exciting venture. Whatever your future plans, remember that your 
past always shapes and determines your future. So make every moment count, learn 
from your mistakes, build on your successes and embrace every opportunity that comes 
your way. If you would like to share your journey to this point in your life, please email 
it to us for the next newsletter. 

GARY KING (Senior Musical Theatre) 

 For as long as I can remember I have been a performer. I 
have always had a vivid imagination and would create many 
stories as a little kid of which I told my parents about, in 
great detail. These stories starred heaps of different charac-
ters that were completely unlike me; they came from differ-
ent families, had a different set of beliefs and values, and 
had different likes and dislikes. Often, I would pretend to be 
these make-believe characters, just to see how they would 
act and react given certain situations. I guess this is why I 
enjoy acting so much. It gives me the chance to be an en-
tirely different person, and to explore other people and what 
makes them who they are. It gives me the ability to under-
stand others, and has made me a more open-minded per-
son. The other reason for my love of performing is simply 
because it is fun, and I love acting with other people and 
being in front of an audience.  

 

 When I was about seven, I started speech and drama lessons, and continued these les-
sons until I was nearly thirteen years old. I was inspired to take up these speech and 
drama lessons by a friend of mine, who entered a competition that required him to present 
a poem to a group of people. For the next six years I learnt the basics of speech, and re-
ceived numerous helpful tips to learn lines quickly, use pauses to the best of my ability, 
and put intonation in my voice. Over the years, these lessons prepared me for the six 
AMEB drama exams that I sat and the countless competitions that I took part in. Although I 
enjoyed every minute of my speech and drama lessons, I found that I wanted to perform in 
a play with a big group of people. 

 

 This led me to Spotlight Youth Theatre. I was there for two years with Lynn as my teacher, 
performed in two musical theatre productions and had heaps of fun. In 2006, I followed 
Lynn to NAPA and have never regretted leaving Spotlight since. I always have a good time 
at NAPA and get along really well with the teachers and the kids. I would love to have the 
opportunity to continue performing after school, but at the moment I am just enjoying my-
self at NAPA and not taking it too seriously.  
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While I was in my second year of tap I joined Speech and Drama, which I continued for an-
other 6 years entering in eisteddfod competitions in poetry, prose and mime. I received many 
1st, 2nd and commendation awards. At age 10 I received the mark of high distinction in my 
first A.S.C.A. examination, and continued this level for two more years.  Year 5 and 7 at pri-
mary school I was involved in the school plays. In 2007 I received the drama excellence 
award at the graduation of primary school along with my friend Ruby Hunter, another student 
at N.A.P.A 

 

 While all this is going on I had joined Spotlight Theatre on weekends [2002].  My first produc-
tion was Gnomes and Gardens, I played the role of ‘Fertilizer gnome 2’…. I could only go up 
hill from there!  Bill the Bunyip was the next years play, and I played ‘Carol the Cockatoo’.  
Following year I was the lead role in Currawong Creek, playing an English badger. In my last 
year at Spotlight Theatre the production was Kings and I enjoyed the character Visa. The 
next year I chose to follow Lyn and the teachers I had grown to love, respect and admire and 
have been a student at N.A.P.A. ever since! 

 

 Pinocchio was the first musical I performed in at N.A.P.A and I played the role of 
‘Temptation’, the evil side of Pinocchio’s conscience. The next year the play was Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory and I played Gretel Gloop (the  girl version of Augustus Gloop) Cur-
rently I attend N.A.P.A twice a week and I am rehearsing for the show Phantom of Broadway 
were I am playing Guppy (stage cleaner) and Za Za (showgirl) for my junior high school musi-
cal class. Also I attend the dance for fun class on Wednesday nights to improve on my dance 
skills. At school I am currently rehearsing for an interschool drama play called This is a Test 
that will be entered into an eisteddfod against other schools. 

 

 As you can see almost all of the roles I have played have been characters. I love taking on 
the role of someone completely different (or even something!). I love changing the way I 
walk, talk and stand on stage to become someone else. I enjoy acting and figuring out the 
differences between each of my characters and myself. 

PIA BIMBI (Junior Musical Theatre) 
This would be my 7th year of acting on stage, though it 
seems as if I’ve been playing a character or performing in 
front of an audience ever since I can remember. I think the 
reason why I wanted to start acting was from watching my 
brother learn and rehearse poems for speech and drama; I 
remember learning the lines to his poems so I could re-
hearse them with him. I loved watching him perform up on 
stage and since then I have wanted to do the same thing. 

 

 When I was 6 I joined the tap class at my school for 2 years, 
afterwards I joined Paradise Performers and I took up tap 
and jazz there for 2 years.  
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Thank you so much for all your incredible support to the fundraising ventures. It is important for 
you to understand the importance of fundraising in our academy. As we are a production 
based company, the cost of staging productions is astronomical. Just to give you an example 
of one of our five productions; Alice in Wonderland, our Senior Primary production has already 
cost us $1753 for the license to perform, the royalty will be 16% of Box Office receipts and the 
hire of Albert Waterways will be $1740 (the deposit has already been paid).  Hire of mics will 
be $1000 and of course we have the set, costumes, props, programs, publicity etc on top of 
this. The average cost of a production is about $10 000.  

 

 Unfortunately, fees and box office takings do not cover this cost. Performances by children do 
not attract the audience numbers as an adult production and therefore the season has to be 
shorter - reducing the takings, yet production costs are about the same as adult productions. 
We budget carefully and rely on volunteer help to make costumes, build and paint sets etc, but 
still there is a shortfall. 

 

 Our fundraising is essential for us to continue providing our students the opportunity to be in 
productions. The productions give wonderful real life learning opportunities whilst engaging the 
students and giving them the natural adrenalin rush they need. 

 

 A huge thank you must go to three of our lovely N.A.P.A. mums, Lynda Dark, Jenny Hunter, 
and Stephanie Bimbi who have helped us with our productions, saw first hand the costs of our 
productions and rushed to the rescue.  

From their own initiative, Lynda 
organised the Chocolate Drive 
and raised $2376 – an amazing 
effort; Jen and Steph came up 
with the idea of the very popular 
Saturday morning sausage sizzle 
and a lotto draw. With the help of 
their children and husbands, this 
great venture is not only a lovely 
social event as families gather 
around the barbe for a chat whilst 
eating a delicious sausage with 
their favourite toppings, it has also 
provided a free sausage at the 
end of each term for all family 
members whilst managing to raise 
$931.50 and $447 for the lotto, a 
total of $1378. This has been a 
huge demand on these two busy 

mums who turn up each week, shop, set up, cook for the entire Saturday morning then clean 
up. It would be a great relief to them if we could set up a roster system and have other parents 
run some of the Saturdays.  We have more than enough parents to cover one Saturday each, 
throughout the year.  Please let us know if you can help.  
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Our next fundraiser, will be a Theatresport night.  This is a very entertaining competition to 
watch and many TV programs such as Whose Line is It Anyway and Thank God You’re Here 
have used this type of improvised performance as the basis for their programs. We will send 
an invitation with more details out to you all soon. Hope you can all attend or participate. 

 

 If anyone else would like to initiate and run other fundraisers or apply for grants on our behalf, 
we would be extremely grateful as it will go a long way in supporting our students.  The teach-
ers are so busy planning and providing quality teaching we don’t have time to do it ourselves, 
only support in any way we can. To all of you who have contributed in some way so far – a 
BIG THANK YOU!!! 
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Kelsey Pinnell and Madi Marr are thoroughly preparing for their roles of Tweedledum and 
Tweedledee in our production of Alice in Wonderland. 
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